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What Does NC Farm to School do? 

   Supplies school cafeterias across our 
state with the freshest, locally grown 
produce from North Carolina farms 



 

What is “local”? 
Community 

County 

Region 

State 



Successes 2012-13 
• Only state with this model 
• 1,020,043 students served 
• 92 of 115 districts purchased once 
• 1,776 schools  
• 1,755,110 pounds of produce 
• $1,393,171.60 of produce from NC farmers sold to NC 

schools 
• 2nd longest running program in US 

 
 











https://www.facebook.com/NCFarmtoSchool 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NCFarmtoSchool




Background 

• 1997 as partnership with Department of 
Defense 

• Strawberries; Red and Golden Delicious apples 

• NCDA & CS runs program solo 

• National School Lunch Program 



Process 

Planning 

Competitive Bid 

NC-ECOS 

Markets contacts co-op members 

Food Distribution Picks up 

Food Distribution Delivers 

 



Delivery 
• Site on School property 

• Another Distributor 



Future Goals 

• Expand the number of weeks offered 

• Increase number fruits/vegetables offered 

• Increase value-added products offered 

• Increase value of crops sold by NC farmers 

• Increase participation 



Barriers 
• GAP (Good Agricultural Practices) – Market Driven 

• Transportation costs  - NCDA 

• Transportation costs – school districts 

• School Infrastructure – refrigeration space,  

     equipment, staff, etc. 

• Cost of Fresh Produce versus canned/frozen 

 



Questions? 


